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HE prospector seeking for in
vestment need not dig below

The culture and harvesting
of lnmp i the biggest gold mine he
will {ind. The islands seem to have
been especially made for the benefit of
the abaca plant. The moeist though
not awampy country to the south of
Manila, the Camaripes, Samar, Leyte
and Cebu, would produce n solid over-
growth of the abaca trees if left to
take Its own course,

The tree itself resembles closely the
banana palm, but differs essentially
in the fineness of its fibre and its bar
renncss of frait

The natives, too, seem to have heen
espocl oy provided for the hemp conn-
fry. Tenulng to improvidence and in
cdoleney, the hemup indusiry furnishes
themn employment whenever they run
ghort of rice and tobacco, for hemp

cean be harvested almost at any time |

except duiing the short rainy season,
Attompts have been made to trans

plant the hemp trees, taking them only |

as far away as Borneo, hut the musa
textiles refused to cohabitate with any
hut Philippine soil, ‘The Pac
af the voleanic regions of the islands
produce the best plants. Although the

gbacg tree coddles to fhin =oil, and

He slopes

sr vy, quickly deained loealities,
tink and leaves demand frequent

abupdant moeistuare Given the

r conditions, the vast \:!,1[\ ttions

will thrive like asparagus beds, Very
little cultivation ix required: an ocen
sional weeding and a replanting at
the harvest tlme and nature does thi
res The erop Is not gathered as if il
were a corn field ur the trees o
found In all stages of growth, aud the
native passes through regular rontes

.\‘. bl |

ng a plant here aud there, his

practiced ove the sole jndge of its ma
turity. Three years is the proper age

for mrvesting Fhe  hemp-strippe
ws  forth mueh a5 o loutsman

r

HARVESTING THE AN LORHEMDP PLANT,

would,  With his hole in el and a
bnmboo canteen fll of riee slung ove
h shoulder, he hiecg himself to the
upinnds,  After feeling the plauts

which at the age of three vears ar

about ten feet high, he proceeds to

clip oft a shoot and vep ant it.  Afrer
a pumber of trees are eut the in
pii provess hegin AL 1) ‘
a orn ofl and th irer skin of 1]
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( ntor) nat
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i he pulpous segren
A b boo-ads bl S pro
Yisadd, and ar one end the siripper binds { of
b bolo; the handle attachod to h
foo! by another bamboo stvip Across |
the Llade he draws the stalk unril the

filve is thoroughly separited without

injury, preserving its length of from
eght to ten feet, and leaving it fine
and beantiful that the tropical sun
may lick up the moistare stih hleeding

from the aneration I work of
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the =kill of a trained hand

The white man has often attempted
to improve upon the brown man's

method of stripping the hemp, but de

spite large expenditures and ingenions
mechanieal contrivances no wachine
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| chine to eomb the snarls out of a wom
the surface in the I'hilippines, [ 4
Lhemp-stripper,

The native is pald for

with the plantation owner.
cnts and strips all he

and goes down to the plantation own-

then hang up the

comes along and a
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e baling and loeal marketing of the
hemp

The presses at the seaport towns are

Lopnde affnirs,  After the fibre I8 classi

fi~d aud separated into three piles or
t Is dumped in bulk into a
huge pres< and a serew applied. Af-
tor this oneration It (s taken out and
put into another press of more regulay
desien and of more lmnosing charac-
ter. The second press is operated by
an eight-armed capsian on an over-

vlasses

| head plattorm, and a score or more of

naked coolles, usnally Chinese, push
it around, ‘T'he sight is most amusing,
With grunts, laughs and confused jar-
gon and raillery they urge each other
on and manage to bring theiv strength
together at loudly accentuated periods.
A good-sized press will furn ont 300
to 400 bhales a day, and in the course
of & year a million or more bales are
prepared 1or shipment, In Cebn large
quantities are handled, principally the
products  of Leyte and Samar, al-
though in Maunila the largest presses
are in operation

The classitication of hemp requires
the skill of an old hand, and the expe-
rienced eve of a buyer who knows all
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BALING: HEMP,

and shipped usually

Its produect prac

( tieally supplies China
» bemp s mads

wonld not compete |

Ilemp subserves every

intermixed with the

IEMI? ON A MANILA WHANR!

and witn simple contriy

I sy Votiresone aad requires | &
» plantations or cou
v seorning up-to-date meth

inroads In this industry, ¢
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Las been produced that takes the place
of the patlye, Patents hiavi l..wn'

tagen out, and loarg ums of mouney | dersiands the
gpent  upon  experimental  machines,
but the texture and pecullar nature of
the abaca plaot secm to require the

deuch of huwnn Lawds to separate i

v been as rapid ¢

induced to work with regularity

‘Ylu' tricks of the trade, 'Tbe native

will bring his hemp down from the
plantation In o moist state and offer
it for sule at night, hoping thus to fool
the middle-man as to weight and gual-
ity, but as this part of the business is
mostly in the hands of the Chinese,
there Is little danger that they will
be decelved or cheated, The China-
man is the sharpest bargain-driver in
the world, and whether it is hemp,
<ilk or old junk, he is fully capable
aof looking after his interests, Fine-
ness of fibre, color, strength and
length determine the value and grade

of hvm]U, If it be carefully stripped

over a smooth knife, immediately and
thorvoughly dried, and of good length,
it will bring the highest price. If it
he cavelessly stripped, julee being left
in the fibee, it loses {ts color and be

COMPS  CONrse It then i considered
of a second and third grade quality
and brings a smaller price, The na-

ive wateches the market, -and if he
hear to 2t the demand is heavy he

| takes advantage of the middle-man

and compels him (o pay first-grade
prices for secord and third grade pro-

‘nll:m\ Formerly hemp brought in Ma-

nila from 270 to £150 per ton, always

,Hm-tnrnn necording to the supply,

at times going up to $300 per ton, but
nt present the price is practically pro-

{ hibitive, and it looks as if it would

remaln go for the next two years,—d-
win Wildman, in Harper's Weekly,

Wild Sheep Shooting,
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DOGS GO IN SHOE LEATHER.

Cnnine I’uotueur as Worn In the
1 Klondike.

One of the greatest dangers econ-
fronting travelers in parts of the world
where dogs take the place of horses is
that the dogs which draw sleds or
transport goods may freeze their feet
by contact with ice, and so Injure them
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A DOG SHOE FOR KELONDIKE WEAR,

that the animals become practically

uselesg, and must be abandoned, to
the endangerment of the life of the
traveler who has put his trust in ca-
nine motive power.

As a precaution against misfortune
of this kind it has been a common
thing to wrap the dog's feet in cloth,
a plece of leather or rubber. At best
all of these, however, were erude and

[ poorly adapted to carry out the desired

object. They protected the dogs’ feet,
but at.the same time interfered with
the free use of their legs, The devels
opment of the Klondike Las glven spe-
cial impetus to the demand for sowme
proper protection for dogs' feet,

The vog's shoe, of which the accom-
panying photograp) was sent from the
far Northwest to Shoe and Leather

| I'acts, is made of chirome tanned elk

leather, and the upper of calf, making
a =oft, pliable and yet comfortable
shoe. There is a tongue at the back,
and the lacings are at the back of the
leg ingtead of on the front, because a
dog's knee bends just opposite from a

[ 'man’s,

The dogs, it is said, take very Kindly
fo these shoes, They become so ac-
customed to wearing them that they
don’t like to go without them, with
the result that on the trail they will
often come up to the driver in the
morning and hold out their legs to
have their shoes put on, not unlike
children. If hy chance the shoes
should be laced too tight, they will
whine and speedily make manifest
their discomfort, wagging their talls
with joy when the shoes are laced to
their liking.

A VEGETABLE CONTORTIONIST,

Gueer Freak of a Little Sprig of Dog's
Mercury.

These tyv o pictures relate to an ex-
traordinnry occurrence that befell a
plant of dog's mercury growing in
Charterhouse Copse, In England. A

The sheen hegan to move townrd us, |
It lunl been a long cllmb to get he- |
vond and abowe them: but now woll HOW THE PLANT LIFTED THE NUT,
ad o rew On they came, only | hazel nut had bheen attacked by @ nut
vo Loyurds away. T could | pateh and a elean round hole made In
their white muzzles.as though they [ §¢ a¢ one end—the marks of the blows
hind been sitleking their noses nto @& | of the bird's heak being « leavly visible
lour bag. Now 1 could see the wrin \ in the actual specimen. The nnut was
kles in the homsg of the rams. The \ dropped by the bird after the kernel
of f the advancing fock made a ’

ng, patiering sound, and they
rds away I took

the nearest ram, and he never drew
hreath again, Johnnie's  forty-four
bmrked spliefally,  He made a1 neat
hit on another ram, Marther away than
my already dying vietim, but failed
to stop i1, Those sheep did not sail

faway like deer. touching  here and

there o high place,  They fAattened
thems=elves out, shot aronnd a corner,
and were zone. Johnnie followed, and

i! was alone, In a few seconds I heard

Johoaie's gun feebly thumping away.
There was no echolng roar, stich as
vou hear in the thick woods. 1 picked
my way cautfously after Johnnie, and
when I saw the jumps he had made,
and the chances he had taken, [ knew
there was much for me to learn about
hasty wmountain travel., Johnnie shot
six times, and two hundred yards
ahwead, on the crooked, rocky descent
the sheep had raken. I found him on
his knees by the big ram. Three bul
lets had struck,—Seribner's,

The Fat Man's Pre- hulnemr

We are pretty sure for long gener-
ationg of seeing the preponderance of
northern riees,  One of their peculiar-
ities is that of being heavy eaters.
This is Inconsistent with a clean-bullt
figure,  The modern capltalist rarely
comes from a climate ke that of Ath-
ens or Nuaples He fortifies himself
agalust the long winters of New York,
London, Amsterdam, Berlin and Frank-
fort by substuntial and oft-recurring
meals,  His body Is a qgulek-combus
tion stove wrapped up In warm gar
ments that prevent light, essy motion.
Men of the money-anaking clags have
considerable glrth of walsteoat,— Lon-
don Truth,

The tonnage of the whole mercan-
tile steam marine of Rusgin, Japan or
Holland does not equal the tonnage
of the merchant vessels taken over
by the English government as trans-

Dot

had been removed and happened to
fall to the ground with the hole down-
| ward, Into this hole grew the tip of
| the sprouting dog's-mereury, and find
ing Itself in a blind alley the plaot
wag compelled to deseribe a complete
| efrcle within the eavity of the nutshell
‘ud to emerge at the same hole as that
L % which It had entered. Having ex-

e
HOW STEM CURVED THROUGH NUT,

ecuted this gymnastic feat the plant
gecms to have got along quite happily,
for all its upper leaves are quite nor
mal, though one of (g lower leaves
had to twist itself uncomlortably to
get out to the lght of day The plant
lifted the not several inches off the
ground as It grew,

How Camels Act in Waler,

Camels cannot swim. They are very
buoyant, but ill-balaneed, and their
heads go under water, They can, how-
ever, be taught to swim rivers with
the aid of goatsking or jars fastened
under thelr necks. During the Belu-
chigtan expedition of 1808 the enmels
were lowered into the sea from the
ghips and the drivers plunging over-
hoard, clambered on the the ramps of
their charges, causing the animals’
heads to come up, and thus assisted
they were successfully plloted ashore,
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In Mew York,

HE road improvement Ilaw,
passed by the New York Leg-

isiature In 1898, has proved

so eflicaclous that the good

road division of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture considers it
the best State law in existence. It
possesses most of the desirable feat-
ures of State aid laws in other States,
and but few of the objectionable ones.
The law is known as the Higbie-
Armstrong law, and provides that any
Board of Supervizors may adopt reso-
Intions asking State aid for road fm-
provement. These are sent fo the
State Engineer, who investigates and
determines whether the road indi-
cated Is of sufficient public hupor-
fance to receive State ald. If it is, he
prepures an estimate of the cost and
transmits thiz to the Board of Super-
visors. The board may then declare
that the highway indicated is to be
improved, or may refuse to go any
further. This gives absolute home
rule to the different counties of the
State, so that no =ection can be com-
pelled to improve its highway and no

{ county should bhe permitted to do so

until all the facts and figures are
placed betore [t

It the oard of \n]wnu-m- decides
to improve the road a second set of
resolutions are adopted and sent to
the State Engineer, who then advers
tises for bids, When a responsible
bid within the engineer's estimate is

| made the contract iy closed. If the
1 town or county desires to do the work

itself 1t hos the preference over all

{ other bidders, The work is superin-

tended by the State Engineer, and
when it Is completed he draws a war-

| rant upon the State Treasurer for

fifty per cent, of the cost of the work.
The Supervisors must levy thirty-five
per eceut, of the cost on the whole

| county, and the remaining ofteen per

cent, i8 payable in one of {wo ways,

{ viz.: If the Sapervisors had deeided

to improve this highway without a pe-

| titlon from the farmers owning land

which fronted on the improved road,
the fifteen per cent, must be paid by
the township in whieh the highway
lles. If, however, the decision was
made after the petition by the land-

{ holders, this fifteen per cent, is paid

by the property owners, For example,
il road improvement in a certain town
costs $1000, $500 must be paid by the
State, $350 by the county and $150
elther by the town or the citizens hav-
ing land fronting upon the improved
roqd.  The wmoney avallable for the
State road work is obtained by a tax
of 1.le. on every $1000 worth of as-
sossiable property in the State, which
amonpts to about $50,000 a year,

This law is strictly for the henetit
of rural highways, for althongh the
cities and villages of the State pay
ninety per eent, of the taxes, not a
foot of the highway within their lim-

| Its can be improved, ’'Thix may at

first seem an injustice to the village,
but when it is remembered that the
prosperity of villages and cities is de-
pendent enitrely npon the prospoerity
of the country surrounding thewm, the

falrness of the plan is evident,

Co-operation Proposed,

Sowe months ago the IMarm, Field
and IPlreside published an editorial
entitled “T'he Bieyele for the Farmer,”
The special point was made that the
wheel was already in the farmer's
family; that it had been found practl-
cally ngeful in many ways, saving the
horse or horses from a teip to
town or the postoffice afier a bard
day's worlk, often saving time, which
is money, in innumerable ways, be-
idog bheing a great convenlence, An-
ther point made was that the bicyele
Llessing =ocially for the women of
Lhe household as well as for the men,
yvoung and older, It Is used to go to

tired

church, to the grange or lodge, and is
a promoter of neighborhood feeling
and gocinbility., ¥

The bicycle is now so much cheaper
than formerly that every well-to-do
farmer can lave one or more, The
points summarized were that to have
0 wheel is: (1) Good economy; (2)
healthful vecreation; (3) promotes so-
cial Hfe; (b a constant convenienee.

Now, every argument whieh justifies
the farmer in baving a bicyele Is an
argument for good roads, and it can
be duplicated and relnforced by the
fact that what is good for the bicyele
is good for the buggy or family car-
riage of every Kind and for the farm
wagon.

In short, the wheelmen and farmers
can join hands dnd heads in promoting
good roads. It goes without saying
that with improved roads such as they
have in some parts of New York and
Pennsylvanin and in many parts of
Euvope, our farmers would make a
lnrge saving on their wheeled vehi-
cles of every kind and on their horses,
who are worn out and broken down as
much by bad roads as by any other
cise,

Good roads for winter and summer
and at all seasons give the farmer the
chanee to market his produce at the
moment when prices are best; he also
entt make his purchases when prices
are most favorable, and take advan-
tuge of bargain offers for his family.

Ouvr purpose in touching upon these
reasons for good roade at this time is
to begpeak a hearty co-operation be-
tween the farmers and all restdents of
rural districts and the League of
Ameriean Wheelmen, If these two
greal forces can only co-operate there
peed not be n neighborhood in the
whole country cursed and kept back
in material and seocial progress by bad
rouds.
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WHEN YOU WANT s
Absolutely Pure Whiskey,
Direct from the Distillery, call on

THOMAS WELLS,

Qlenndale, Maryland,

W~ Handler ot Pure Liguors, Beer, Win
Tobaoco, Clgars, &o. i »

WM. J. LATIMER,
SSURVEYOR, »
27 MONROE ST., - ANACOSTIA, 0. C.

pay-Subdivision of Suburban Property &
Specialty.

B, F. CHINN,

Bb‘i&i’gﬂ @ Flai’r-mréssix)z
—SALOON,—

Jfast Side Maryland Ave.,
Hyattsville, Maryland.

EDWARD L. QIES,
Attorney = at = Law.

8  Rooms 82 and 83 Warder Building,
9 8. E. Cor. F and oth Streets N, W,
\\'AQHINOION l) C

Tuomsw smm X
 Lumber : Merchant, §

SASH, DOORS, BLINDS, GLASS
e AND BIILL WORK. :
8 vASHINGTON, - - 0, 0.8

OMece, 1st 8t. and Indlana Ave. N, W.

Mill, Foot 9th Street 8, W,
Whart, 4th S8t. Eastern Branch.

A

JOHN APPICH, E

i Beer, Whiskey
ano Wine Merchant,

1809 11TH STREET, 8. K.
WASHINGTON, D, 0,

O-Icmon! and Silver Brook Wbl-klu
~——A SPECIALTY.-
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50 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE

TrRADE MARKS
Desians

COPYRIGHTS &C.
Anyone sonding a sketeh and dr\ar‘rlrllnn uay
quickly ascertain our opinton free whether an
invention is probably patentable, Communics.
tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents
sent free, Oldest ufu'm-y for securing patents,

Patents taken through Munn & Co. recelve
pectal notice, without chavge, intha

Scientific American,

handsomely illnstrated weekly. Largest eir.
lation of any scientiio jmlrmol Terms, $% a
ear; four months, $1, Sold by all nnwu-l‘nlum.

UNN & oae'armw-NewYo;k

R{nuch Ofce, 625 F 8t., Waghlngton, D, C
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THE SUBURBAN CI't'L

ZEN 18 a permanent institu.
Hon—a fAxture at the Nationus
Capltal. Thousands and thou-
gands of people can testify to
the good work It Las accom-
p\lshwl auring the ypast fve
ears in the line of suburban
Rmpmu 'ment. It is the only
pewspaper in the District of
Columubia that maintalos &
unching bureau, whose duty
F {8 to punch up the aunthori-
tlos and hmg them awnke to
she needs of the suburbs, On
that account it deserves and s
recelving sabatantinl encousr
wriamoents

JUDICIOUS
ADVERTISING
~ PAYS, =~

THE NATIONAL GAME.

The DBrooklyn Club haa released
Pltcher Weyhing.

Slow-thinking ball players are dead
weight to a club,

Brooklyn has six ball players who
have stolen over twenty bases each.

Hartsel, of Cing =uati, is undoubted-
Iy the smallest "t I playing ball,

Young and I lwnn of 8i, Louis,
nre the oldest wa/ henviest battery in
the League, 7

The Brooklyngs have won thirteen
out of seventeen gawmes from the Bos
tons this year. }

It is said that there will be an up-
heaval at Boston before another pen
vant race begins,

Holmes, the old Baltimore player,
has a batting average this season in
the West of .300,

Beckley, of Cineinnati, has never
playedl more brilliantly nor batted bet-
ter than he has this year.

Though In last place, the percentage
of the New York team exceeds that
of last season by many points,

Bernard, rocently signed by the New
Yorks, Is an outflelder of no mean ahil-
ity and acts like a natural born hit *
ter,

Wagner's great batting, fielding and
base running are largely respongible
for Pitsburg's high vosition in the pen-
nant race.

It 18 clalmed that Lonisville, Toron-
to and Toledo are all kKnocking Lard
at the door for admission to the Ameor-
lean League next season.

It is rumorved that John 'I' Brush
will recail Piteher Hawley and Out-
flelder Selshach from the New York
Club In order to strengthen the Cin-
cinpatis for mext season,

It has been guggested s o remedy
to stop %icking and delay on the part
of players that the umpire receive
power to call a batsmzn out who
doesu’t step to the plate loside of *
given time.




